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TAGS: OVIP (FORD, GERALD R.) 

SUB J : ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENTS FOR PRESIDENT'S VISIT: 
EMBASSY ADVANCE 

1. SOVIETS HAVE, WITHOUT WARNING, CHANGED ARRANGEMENTS FOR 
EMBASSY ADVANCE GROUP S TRAVEL TO VLADIVOSTOK, INCREASING 
POSSIBILITY THAT OUR GROUP MAY NOT ARRIVE IN AREA BEFORE 
WHITE HOUSE ADVANCE PARTY. DESPITE ASSURANCES BY MFA 
PROTOCOL DIVISION THAT EMBASSY GROUP WOULD BE ISSUED TICKETS 
ON FLIGHT ARRIVING VLADIVOSTOK MORNING NOVEMBER 10, WE HAVE 
BEEN INFORMED BY DIPLOMATIC AGENCY (WHICH BOOKS ALL TRAVEL 
FOR EMBASSIES) THAT ALL FLIGHTS TO VLADIVOSTOK ARE FULL 
AND THAT EMBASSY GROUP IS BOOKED ON FLIGHT TO KHABAROVSK, 
ARRIVING 1 100 LOCAL. FROM THERE, GROUP IS TO BE TRANSPORTED 
BY "SPECIAL FLIGHT" TO VLADIVOSTOK, ARRIVING APPROXIMATELY 1400 
( ALTHOUGH THIS, TOO, IS VAGUE), AND THEN HELICOPTERED 
TO USSURISK AIRPORT (PRESUMABLY VOZDVIZHENKA) TO ARRIVE 
SHORTLY BEFORE WHITE WOULD PRE-ADVANCE PARTY. DIPLOMATIC 
AGENCY CLERK TOLD EMBASSY THAT THESE ARRANGEMENTS WERE 
MADE ON ORDERS OF FOREIGN MINISTRY. 
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2. EMBASSY PROTESTED THIS TREATMENT BY PHONE TO DEPUTY 
CHIEF OF PROTOCOL CHERNYSHEV, POINTING OUT THAT FLIGHTS 
TO SIBERIA WERE OFTEN DELAYED THIS TIME OF YEAR, AND THAT 
THIS MADE IT LIKELY THAT EMBASSY GROUP WOULD ARRIVE IN 
AREA AFTER WHITE HOUSE PARTY. CHERNYSHEV DENIED THAT MFA 
HAD ORDERED FLIGHT CHANGE. HE CLAIMED THAT HE HAD BEEN 
TOLD BY DIPLOMATIC AGENCY THAT ALL FLIGHTS WERE FULL, 

AND THEREAFTER HAD MADE SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS TO ENSURE 
THAT EMBASSY GROUP WOULD ARRIVE ON TIME. HE ACKNOWLEDGED 
THAT WEATHER CONDITIONS COULD COMPLICATE ARRANGEMENTS, 

BUT SAID NOTHING CULD NOW BE DONE TO CHANGE THEM. AFTER 
FURTHER PROTESTS, HE AGREED TO CALL DIPLOMATIC AGENCY TO 
SEE IF TICKETS COULD BE CHANGED BACK TO EARLIER FLIGHT, 

BUT WE WERE LATER INFORMED BY AGENCY THAT NO CHANGE COULD 
BE MADE. ANY FURTHER ACTION BY EMBASSY IS NEARLY IMPOSSIBLE 
BECAUSE OF SOVIET HOLIDAYS, AND IT APPEARS WE WILL BE 
FORCED TO ACCEPT THIS CAVALIER TREATMENT. 

3. FROM EMBASSY STANDPOINT, ADVANCE FOR PRESIDENT S 
VISIT IS STARTING OFF IN A VERY UNFAVORABLE WAY. BASED 
ON COMMENTS BY SOVIET OFFICIALS, WE SUSPECT THAT OUR 
VARIOUS PROBLEMS HAVE ARISEN FROM FACT THAT VLADIVOSTOK 
AREA IS CLOSED TO FOREIGNERS. IF EMBASSY GROUP IS NOT IN 
VLADIVOSTOK TO MEET PRE-ADVANCE PARTY, WE RECOMMEND THAT 
WHITE HOUSE PARTY NOT HIDE ITS DISPLEASURE THAT SOVIETS 
COULD NOT GUARANTBD TIMELY TRAVEL BY EMBASSY OFFICERS 
SUPPORTING PRESIDENTIAL ADVANCE. WE SHOULD MAKE IT 
CLEAR THAT ANY SOVIET ARGUMENTS ABOUT COMPLICATIONS DUE 
TO CLOSED NATURE OF AREA WILL NOT WASH, SINCE IT WAS THEIR 
OWN DECISION TO INVITE PRESIDENT FORD TO VLADIVOSTOK AREA. 

THEY THEREFORE HAVE NO REAL EXCUSE FOR IMPOSING SPECIAL RESTRIC- 
TIONS ON ACTIVITIES OF ADVANCE GROUP OR FOR INCONVENIENCING 
PRESIDENT'S PARTY. 
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